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"HO' this &cview be a very entire 
Digreſſion from the SubjeRt I am 
| upon, yet I cannot diſpenſe with 
my entring upon . a Subje4 ſo necefſary, 
eſpecially at this time z*as to the Manner, 
whether it ſhall- pleaſe or diſpleaſe, is 
a- like to INC — I do not pretend to be 
famous for my Concern at pleaſing you—— 
If -I can ſerve you, it will do every way as 
- well. | ; 
The Subjc& 1 am going upon, and which 
baps I that bandie in a Way different 
| mans your Expettation, is * 


THE DEARNESS OF CORN. 
You are miſtaken, if you expe@ me to 


ſay mnch, in order to reduce the Price of . 
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Corn in general; oo the contrary I ſhall 
undertake to prove, that it is the Intereſt 
and very great Advantage of this Nation 
to have Corn'dear. | 

But in order to ſet you right in this 
Paradox, and to diſtinguiſh between Dear 
avd Cheap, and becween the particular 
Circumftauces of Dearneſs and Cheapneſs ; 
] muſt lay down a few Preliminaries as to 
the raiſing the Price of Corn—Acd in this 
I muſt be very plain» 


i» Dearneſs of Corn is an Adyantage to 
the General Stock, - and what we 
ought to defixe, and be very well 


 Bleas'd with, 
2. Cheapneſs 


ter Yi. 
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2, Cheapneſs of Corn i; the greateſt pub- 


lick Miſchief that can befa!) us ——A 


It would be very little to the Purpoſe, to 
give the World an Account of the Peram- 


Speaking as to the Loſs or Gain of the-- bulations [ have taken thro* Britain, ſince 


Nation» 


Theſe are the two Fundamentals $3 I-am 
to take myArgument from Dearneſs ; Imuft 
diſtinguiſh between DEARNESS-and 
SCARCITY; and ficft, in order to 
explain the Term Sparcity; it is tobe un- 
deritood, a Scarcity at the Market, or 4 
Scarcity in the Store. 

I ſhall no where give Reaſon for any 
Body to conceive ſo groſsly of me, as to 


the Beginning of Auguſt : But it is ſo much 
to the Purpole, that it may lef the Reader 
underftagd, that there is ſome Truth in 
what Igm going to ſay, and that it,may be 
reaſonable to allow me capable of judging. 
You\may underftand then, that IT have 
paſs'd, fince the Beginning of Auguſt, thro? 
the North, North- Eaft, and Part of the Weſt 


. of Britagn, for near 400 Miles in Length; 


in this Journey I have ſtrialy obſery'd of 
my ſelf, and have farther diſcours'd with 


imagine I ſhould ſay,?thay Sc#rcity, in ei-z, the Perſons covcern'd, and. enquir'd into 
ther of theſe!/Reſpetts, ſhovld be our Ad-” *the Nature, the Quality, and the Circum- 
vantage——44 Scarcity in Sthre is propegly © 'Rances of the Market for | -orn, and find 
DEARTH, and is a Fadgment upot'a the Country-Pedple eafie andiativly'd, and, 
Nation, let it happen when, b w, or from which is but rarely ſo, very thankful with 
what Canſe it will ; this contains meer Warit* whgt they have now in'View——That every 


of Quainticy produc'd, and is a Famine in 


Degree—- And of this, blefſed be GOD, 
we need not (peak. "- 7 _ 

Searciry in'the Market is generally occa- 
fion'd by, Clandeftine, Trade;*fuch as we 
call Engroffing, Foreftallirg, and With: 
holding And thele 1 hings it is the 
Bulineſs of the Magiſtrates to corre, nor 
are the Methods of regnlating; theſe-Things 
difficuit z ſo I ſh:N noc take up any of yqur 
Time to ſpeak about them. ** * 

Buc before I go on to ſt:te the Caſe be- 
tween the Dearneſs or Cheapneſs of Corn, 
give m2 leave to make one general Obſer- 
vation at this Time—T ſhall do it the more 
politively, and with the greater Confidente, 
becauſe 1 have been an Eye-Wicneſs, and a 
careful Obſerver of the Fa, in the moſt 


proper Places for that Purpoſe — And my 


Obyfervation 1s this, | | 
Thar there is in England at this Tinie, 
NO SCARCITY AT ALL OF CORN, 


I ſhall farther explain my General,'and 
| unaerrake to tell you all upon very*' go0d 
Enquiry and Perſonal Obſervation; (1,) 
That thc r= h3:, generally ſp?aKing, been a 
v-:ry good Cr-p uf Corn thriughout Fag- 
land thiz Yar 3, (2.) That there is at this 
Time in Britain Cura enough to ſupply the 
whole II nd for very near three Years to 
come -——— This | (hall make clearer after- 


ward. 


where their Corn -is good, in ſome Places 
their Crop really great, and forward 
enough. k Z py : 
It $10ye en generally; Ig 2, tne 
Harveſt *, n wil) Sf Ghieh Cir- 
cumftince*T know not whether. we- mav 
{y, it is better or worſe, neither is ic 
concern'd jin our Debate, any farther, 


- than-as.it .may hazard the Wel-getting 


ia the Corn for Want of fair Weather ——< 
But even 'this. is--anſwer'd by the. happy 
Seaſon, which it has pleas*d God to bleſs us 
with-in the North of England, and in North- 
Britain, where the Month of September has 
been, generally ſpeaking, very fair, and 
the Weather good—And from an Obſer- 
vation of the moſt experienc'd People in 
Scotland in one Caſe, -(viz.) That they have 
generally better Weather there in 0Fober, 
than in Seprember, _ 

But to return to my travelling Obſer- 
vations 4 I went out of London juſt as the 
Harveſt was beginning in Hertfordſhire ; 
here Tobfery'd the Oates and- Barley very 
gand, but the Wat not ſo good, and in- 
deed the: meaneft-I ſaw-in the South of 
England; and batkward—And this beiog 
ſo near London, IT doubt not” has fill'd..the 
Months of our Meal-men with the Noiſe 
of Scarci'y, and encourag'd 'the Husband- 


- men to lay by their Corn for a Market, 4 


they call i——= I was no ſyoner come into 
Bedford- 


Bedfordſbire, 4n open: Corn Country, but 
- the -Cate was viſibly alter'd 4 the Corn 
' was good, the Crop very well, -and efiqui- 

ring of the Country People; they all-agreed, 

there was, tho* not the greateft Crop they 
ever had, yet a very. good Crop, and the 

Corn in-good veryCondition 3 turning then 

on the Right-band- from near Bedford into 
: Cambridg ſhjre and Huntingdonſbire, the,.Corn 
. was not only very. good, and the Crop 
creat, but much forwarder. than nearer 
London ; for their Barley and Wheat was 
2Imoſt down, muck of itcarry'd in, and in 
many Places the Plough was in the Ground 
azain ; this was about the z7th of Auguſt, 
from this paſſing the Onſe at St. Neots, J 
croſs'd Huntingdon and. Northamprenſbires, 
- Part of two-Countles, almoſt all Corn, and 
eſpecially.thac Part.of, it which-I paſs'd thro”, 
(viz.) from St. Neotito K imbolton;Fbrapſton, 
and Feckingbem, which Part of the Country 
is not only a Granary'to 'the' Sea, having 
* the Navigation of the River 0uſe "down to 
 Lynn5=: Bus a Granary to 4ongden, all their 
heat being carey 'd. ,amayi tQ Hen , 


' '$t. Albans, apd ſoch.other Markets which 
ſupply* London, and their Barley to Ware 
"and Hartford, to come down in. Malt to 
Kondon. ._, . | 


' 1 can freely appeal: to the honeſt People 
of theſe Countries, whether the excefhve 


Price of Corn be not a perfe@ Myftery to. 
them, and whether for 230 Miles every. 


way, (aking Northampronſhire for the Cen- 
ter, they haveever had one Year with an- 
other a berrer Crop of Corn ? =—— No 
doubt, buc the Farmers in theſe Countries 
are very zlad of the raiſing the Price ; and 
if you will keep up the Price, they will 
grow rich almoſt in one Year. | 
. But to proceed ; from Rockingbam,T enter'd 
Leiceſterſhire, the Nortb Side of which, and 
the Sourh Sides of - Darby and Nottingbam- 
ſhire, being a Trat of 25 Miles broad, 
and 40 Miles long, is wholly ;given up tv 
Corn, and is ſome of the richeft Grougd in 
Britain—From KRevtkingham to Mount-Sorrel, 
14 Miles, from thence to Nottingham” 16 
Miles, from thence to Darby 12 Milesz 
tet any Man confute me if he cao, there 
has not been a better Crup of Corn one 
time with another theſe 100: Years paſt— 
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The Ear full, the Colour bright, and the 
Seaſon for Harveft very kindly; and this 
was about the 22d of Auguſt, when all 
Hands were at Work upon their Harveſt, 
joyful and thankful for the Proſpe& of 
" Plenty, It muft be ſurprizing to theſe 
People to hear of Wheat in London, 1o 
and 12 8. per Buſhel=— Ard tho' the 
poor manufatturing and labouring People 
* wilt ſaffer by it, the Farmers no doubt will 
triumph—and hurry their Corn down the 
Trent to Gainsborough and Hull, and from 
thence to London by Sea, But to proceed z 

From: this Place thro” the Peak of Darby, 
and 2long Tratt of barren Mountains, muck 

Corn was not to be expeRed, and that 
there was, would be green and backward, 
and ſo it wasg—but not at all-more ſo than 
uſual, nor the- Crop worſe; and eyen in 
Darbyſbire, as ſoon 'as the Country can 
bear Corn, as -about CheFerfield, and all 
 Scarſdale,full of Corn in good Caſe,. forward 
as the Place us'd to be, and a hopeful Crop 
in View. * | >. 

At our Entrance into. Yorkſhire for- 20. 
Miles, we found the Corn backward, and 
but mean; and this Place was the firſt we 
could-ſav there was a- poer Crop-in, bot it 
held but-a little while; for farther Noxeb 
the Corn was.very good again, b-gioning 
10 Miles South .of Pontefra, and holding 
on to the Biſhoprick of Durham. 

About New-Caftle, Durbam, and the 
$'uth Parts of Northumberland, the Quantity 
of Corn ſown is not great, and the River 
of Tyne is their beft Magazine at New-Cafle, 
which. ſupplies them trum other Parts =— 
But when we came on the North Parts of 
Northumberland, even to the Border, and 
into Scotland along the Tweed, there has. 
not" been a b<tter Crop, or a better Harveſt 
for many Years paſt; particularly from. 
Morpeth, Aulnwick, Wc. to Woller, and into- 
Scotland by Chevior Hills, and Xelſo2. 

In S:otland—It is ſtrangely my Rterious to: 
the poor People to ſee every where. a great 
Crop—— In the Northmeft Parts, parti- 
culariythe beft and forward, as in England 5; 
Above 150 Miles North of Edinghurch, the 
Corn was this Year as forward as in ZZart- 
fordſhire, and as good a Crop as has veen in 

the: 


